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Human matrix metalloproteinase-26 (MMP-26, endometase, matrilysin-2) is a zinc 
endopeptidase specifically expressed by many types of human carcinoma cells and 
tissues, and a putative cancer biomarker. It activates pro-MMP-9 and promote human 
prostate cancer cell invasion. Its highest protein expression level is in pre-invasive 
stages of human breast and prostate cancer tissues. Biochemical and enzyme inhibition 
data indicate that it has an intermediate S1’ pocket at the enzyme active site and two 
calcium binding sites. Recent results suggest its anti-inflammation function. MMP-26 
may play pro-invasion and protective roles in cancer invasion, progression, and 
inflammation. 
 

 

 

 


